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In April 2016, XML completed the design for 
Rocycle, a boutique fitness studio located in the 
center of Amsterdam. Rocycle is the first fitness 
studio in the Netherlands that combines fitness with 
a high-end hospitality experience, offering full body 
workout spinning classes. 

The XML design for Rocycle’s flagship studio marks 
the introduction of ‘athleisure’ inspired fitness 
concepts - merging athletics with leisure - to the 
Netherlands. The project expands XML’s portfolio of 
projects that focus on health and sustainability. 

The design features a translucent wall with 
changeable LED texts in the main lobby. While a 
unisex lockerspace allows for an efficient change 
between classes, the lobby acts as the main social 
space offering views to the Amsterdam canals 
through large windows. 

Located on the ground floor of an existing 
apartment building, XML engineered a soundproofed 
cycling studio with 27 speakers, offering an 
immersive music experience.  

As part of the project, XML also designed the store-
in-store of The Cold Pressed Juicery, Amsterdam’s 
first full organic Juicery. The fully equipped Juice bar 
offers  fresh juices, smoothies and nutritious food.
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About XML

XML is an Amsterdam based architecture office operating 
in the fields of architecture, urbanism and research. XML is 
committed to designing architecture that both reflects and 
provokes contemporary ways of life. The office is fuelled by 
a research-driven approach that turns a careful analysis of 
a project’s core challenges into the driving force of design. 
By understanding program organization as a key strategy 
within each project, XML aims to establish new relations 
between buildings and continuously evolving societies.

The office is involved in projects ranging from the scale 
of developing a series of scenarios for organizing the 
Olympics in the Netherlands for the Dutch Ministry of 
Infrastructure and Environment to designing store interiors, 
exhibitions and art installations. Projects include a design 
for a new UN headquarters in Bonn, an arts pavilion in 
Hong Kong, a store in the historical center of Amsterdam, 
and exhibition design for Bureau Europa.

XML has received numerous awards and honors including 
two first prizes in the pan European architecture prize 
Europan. In 2014, the office was a finalist for the Prix de 
Rome prize, the oldest and largest Dutch state prize for 
Architects under 40.

The work of XML has been featured in numerous exhibitions 
and institutes, such as at the Netherlands Architecture 
Institute, the International Architecture Biennale in 
Rotterdam, the Dutch House of Representatives in The 
Hague and in the main exhibition of the 14th International 
Architecture Biennial in Venice.

XML is led by two partners, Max Cohen de Lara and David 
Mulder van der Vegt who founded the office in 2008. Along 
side of their architectural practice they have taught at Delft 
University of Technology, the Academy of Architecture 
Amsterdam and at the Dessau Institute of Architecture. 
Currently, both partners are founders and directors of the 
two year Master Program ‘Designing Democracy’ at the 
Sandberg Institute in Amsterdam.
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