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Pro Helvetia supports and promotes Swiss culture in Switzerland and throughout the world. 

13th International Architecture Exhibition – La Biennale di Venezia 

Miroslav Šik (Switzerland) 
Biography 

Miroslav Šik, Professor of Architecture and Design at the Swiss Federal Institute of 
Technology (ETH) in Zurich, was born as the son of reform-minded economist Ota Šik in 
Prague in 1953. Following the Soviet occupation of Czechoslovakia, the family emigrated 
to Switzerland in 1968. Miroslav Šik studied architecture at ETH Zurich under Aldo Rossi 
and Mario Campi from 1973 to 1979, followed by research work on Swiss architecture 
during the Second World War at the ETH’s Institute for the History and Theory of 
Architecture (gta) from 1980 to 1983. Up to 1991, Šik then taught at ETH Zurich in the 
position of assistant lecturer.  

As theoretician and initiator of «Analogue Architecture» Šik, now a Swiss citizen, 
launched numerous exhibitions in Zurich, Vienna, Berlin, Strasbourg, Oslo, Stockholm and 
Prague between 1986 and 1991. Since 1988, he has also maintained an architecture firm 
of his own in Zurich. After stints as visiting professor in Prague and Lausanne in the 
1990s, he was nominated full professor at ETH Zurich in 1999. His most important work 
as an architect includes the Catholic Center St. Antonius in Egg (1990-2003), the 
congress and hotel center La Longeraie in Morges (1990-1995), the residence for 
musicians at Bienenstrasse in Zurich (1992-1997), the urban center complex in 
Haldenstein (2005-2008) and the Neustadt senior citizens’ apartments in Zug (2009-
2012).  

Bibliography 

• Analoge Architektur, edited by M. Šik, Edition Boga, Zurich 1988. 
• Miroslav Šik, Altneu, with texts by André Bideau et al. Reihe De Aedibus Nr. 2, Quart 

publishers, Lucerne 2000.  
• Altneue Gedanken, Texte und Gespräche 1987-2001, Reihe Bibliotheca Nr.3, Quart 

publishers, Lucerne 2002. 
• And Now the Ensemble!, edited by the Swiss Arts Council Pro Helvetia and Miroslav Šik, 

Lars Müller publishers, Baden 2012 (due to be published in autumn 2012). 
 

Miroslav Šik has invited the architecture firms Knapkiewicz and Fickert from Zurich and 
Miller and Maranta from Basel to cooperate with him on the exhibition project for the 
Venice biennale.  
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Participating architecture firms 

Miller & Maranta 
Quintus Miller (1961) and Paola Maranta (1959) set up their joint architecture office in 
Basel in 1994. They became well-known through their extension of the Altes Hospiz on top 
of the St. Gotthard pass. Their current projects include housing developments in Basel 
and Zurich as well as the refurbishment of historical business and hotel estates in Zurich, 
one of the Grand Hotels in St. Moritz and an office building in Berlin.  

Since 2000 the two architects – both ETH Zurich graduates – have been teaching as 
guest lecturers at several universities. They are also members of various municipal 
committees (urban development and cultural heritage preservation). In 2009, Quintus 
Miller was appointed full professor at the Accademia di Architettura in Mendrisio.  

Further information at www.millermaranta.ch 

 

Knapkiewicz + Fickert 
Axel Fickert (1952) and Kaschka Knapkiewicz (1950) are currently working on several 
residential estate projects in Zurich. Housing construction has been their main focus 
since they set up their architecture firm in Zurich in 1992. In the past few years, the 
emphasis has shifted to urban development projects, one of which was the «Klee» 
housing development in Zurich. 

The two ETH Zurich graduates have both been employed by their alma mater as guest 
lecturers in the past and are now teaching at the Zurich University of Applied Sciences in 
Winterthur. They were awarded the «Prix Meret Oppenheim» by the Federal Office of 
Culture in 2005 and the «Schelling Medaille» by the Schelling Architecture Foundation in 
Karlsruhe in 2010 for their architectural achievements.  

 

Further information at www.axka.ch 
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